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who was the greatest mischief-maker and the most
dangerous intriguer in the world. He gave the Emperor
his word of honour that he would never ally himself
with England against Germany, and that he would never
support France over the question of Alsace and Lorraine.
A very promising beginning, and the two spent a diverting
evening on the Hohenzollern.

Next day came the great scene. The Emperor, as
instrument of the Most High, prepared himself for it
by prayer, and, opening his Bible at random, his eye fell
on the text in the Psalms: c He shall reward every man
according to his works/ This was very encouraging;
he augured that the Divine approbation rested on the
work before him, and he was rowed across to the Pole
Star for lunch, with the emended treaty in his pocket.
He produced it, and while the Tsar, who well remembered
the projected but unsigned treaty of the year before,
read it through, the Emperor prayed that God would
guide his young brother aright, and sweated with suspense.
He looked out of the cabin window and saw the Imperial
Standard floating on the Hohenzollern, and its motto ' Gott
mit Uns.' The Tsar finished his perusal, he thought the
proposed arrangement excellent, and the Emperor, over-
coming his intense excitement, said quite casually that, if
he would like to sign it, it would be a nice souvenir of
this meeting, and he suggestively opened the lid of the
inkstand. Theysigned, they embraced, andTschirschky and
Admiral Birileff countersigned; the Admiral was not even
allowed to see the document to which he had appended
his signature, as the Emperor placed his hand over it.1

The Emperor felt sure that the spirits of their ancestors,

1 Ludwig, Kaiser Wilhelm //, pp. 228, 229; Billow, Memoirs, 1903-1909,
p. 132.